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religious life. But the elaboration of the ideas of religious feeling is the 
work of the understanding, and must have regard for the logical character 
of thought; and it is the task of the theologian to express the value behind 
the doctrine of inspiration in such a way that it will not do violence to 
the other facts of life. 

All men today are interested to know what is "the evangel of the new 
theology." 10 It would be difficult to have a volume of sermons from one 
pen in which the moral, social, and spiritual significance of the new theology 
could be more clearly recognized and more simply expressed. There are 
twenty sermons in this book, covering widely different aspects of the reli- 
gious life, but all treated from a central point of view. In the author's 
sermons on the new theology and Unitarianism we find these statements: 

Trinitarian and Unitarian are words that stand for a dead controversy from 

the point of view of the new theology It was the doctrine of the Trinity, 

with all its logical absurdity, that saved the essence of religion for the Christian 

world until the arrival of the new theology The present theological change 

does not in the first instance concern Jesus Christ, but is a radical fundamental 
change in our conception of God. The point of difference between the new theol- 
ogy and the old is not at all the same as between the old Trinitarian and the old 
Unitarian. The latter is concerned with the relation of Jesus to God; the 
former, with the relation of God to the world. 

W. C Keirstead. 

ROCKPORD, IlX. 

RECENT BOOKS CONCERNING IMMORTALITY 

The work 1 elucidates rather than establishes the resurrection. In 
method, the trail of the sermon is over it all. But modern works on the 
subject are well recognized, and the position of modern philosophy, while 
very briefly presented, is stated with clearness and in good perspective. 
The treatment of modern science is neither so clear nor so vital. Har- 
nack's view, distinguishing between the Easter faith and the Easter mes- 
sage, is treated at some length, and the author will "not quarrel with 
one who" gains comfort from that faith. But he does very much quarrel 
with the faith, and grounds his whole conviction of the significance of 
Christianity on the Easter message. "The order of thought in regard to 
Christianity is not that the faith in a living Savior produced a belief that 
he rose from the dead, but that the rising from the dead produced the 

IO The Evangel of the New Theology. By T. Rhondda Williams. London: 
Percy Lund, Humphries, 1905; imported by Scribner. 266 pages. $1.50 net. 

'The Life Everlasting: Studies in the Subject of the Future. By David Purves. 
Edinburgh: Clark; New York: Scribner. x + 265 pages. $1.50 net. 
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belief in a living Christ." A large gap between the argument from 
the empty grave and that for the spiritual body seems to be entirely unsus- 
pected by the author. 

Just because the main characteristic of Dr. Crothers' work 2 is his 
poetic imagination, the philosophic influence which shapes his litde book 
is the more noteworthy. Passages such as that on p. 19 show less the 
direct influence of Professor James than the extent to which the phi- 
losophy of the Harvard professor represents the common thought of the 
day. The book is a healthful consideration of a universally interesting 
topic, presenting old and familiar matter with clearness and suggestive- 
ness. 

Henry M. Bowden. 
South Egremont, Mass. 

Professor Wilhelm Ostwald, of the University of Leipzig, and at present 
lecturing in this country in exchange with Professor Peabody, has published 
in this little volume his Ingersoll lecture recently delivered at Harvard 
University. 3 The chief value of this work is in showing the attitude which 
the scientifically trained mind tends to take to those problems where the 
clear principles and positive methods of the physical sciences do not obtain. 
A philosophic student may hold the conclusion of this professor, but I doubt 
if he would be brought to it by the argument of this work. 

Throughout the discussion there is the constant application of categories 
which are derived purely from the physical sciences and are not applicable 
to this problem. One wonders why a specialist on physics is called to 
lecture upon a problem in another realm. The terms "memory," "energy," 
and "individuality," which are so important in the discussion, are derived 
and carried over from the realm of physics without a proper consideration 
of the difference between that realm from which they were taken and that 
in which they are now employed. 

"The possession of memory means that all living matter is so changed 
by any process that goes on in it that a repetition of the same process becomes 
easier, or occurs sooner, or takes place more quickly, than any other pro- 
cess." Now, this seems to me to be a definition of the plasticity of matter, 
the physical correlate of memory, but not a definition of the psychic act 
called memory. The author's concept of energy is derived from the relations 
between spatial phenomena, and then, ignoring the geometrical element, is 

''The Endless Life. By Samuel McChord Crothers. (The Ingersoll Lecture, 
1905.) Boston and New York: Houghton, Mifflin & Co. 55 pages. $0.75. 

3 Individuality and Immortality. By Wilhelm Ostwald. Boston: Houghton, 
Mifflin & Co., 1906. 74 pages. $0.75. 
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applied to the psychic life. But at the present time we are not able to form 
an intelligible concept of energy under which we can subsume both physical 
and psychical energy, and we certainly cannot carry over the concept 
obtained in the one sphere to the other. In his treatment of individuality 
this error is even more apparent. He ignores the peculiar character of 
personality according to which it "diffuses itself" to enrich and develop 
its own individuality. I doubt his application of, and deduction from, 
the term "individuality" as applied to the physical realm; for in the concept 
of the atom a certain static element is necessary in order for it to serve 
the purpose for which it is used. What he seems to do is to make the 
concept of energy ultimate for his science. But is energy the only ulti- 
mate concept for physics? If so, then it must contain a static element; 
and when it is made a philosophical category and brought out of its special 
realm, an antinomy will arise. That is virtually what Professor Ostwald 
does in this volume. He brings out the dynamic element in the concept 
of energy and denies permanence or individuality. But then, would it 
not be possible, starting from the static element, to deny the possibility of 
relations? After all, do we not have here what Kant told us long ago, 
that if we conceive the soul as substance, that is, according to the cate- 
gories of physics, we have an insoluble antinomy ? Apart from this method 
of procedure, I do not think Professor Ostwald does justice either to the 
moral or the religious value of the doctrine of immortality. 

A little volume on immortality by the late Professor Fechner 4 was first 
published in 1835, but, after nearly a lifetime spent in philosophic thinking, 
was revised by him in 1887. It is interesting to notice that during that 
time his mind had undergone no appreciable change on this important 
subject. Our author never raises a doubt regarding the reality of life 
after death, but in a very speculative and scholastic manner seeks to describe 
the character of the future existence. It is interesting to contrast this 
book with the Ingersoll lecture of Professor Ostwald, especially when we 
remember that both these men wrote when occupying the chair of physics 
in the University of Leipzig. Does the change in attitude indicate the 
tendency of scientific thought ? w. C. Keirstead. 

Rockford, III. 

THE MESSAGE OF THE MODERN PULPIT 

Everywhere the religious world is being stirred to new questioning. 
The restlessness is not confined to any one communion or to any one land. 

4 Life after Death. From the German of Gustaf Theodore Fechner. Trans 
lated by Hugo Wernekke. Chicago: Open Court Publishing Co., 1906. 134 pages. 



